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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


— 


SIERRA LEONE. 
State of the liberated negroes and schools of Regent’s Town. 


Messrs. Cates and Brennand, on a visit to this station, soon after 
their arival at the colony, write:— 

“At Regent’s Town we found great cause to rejoice and be thank- 
ful. A general attention is excited among the liberated negroes, 
both old and young, about the welfare of their souls. Many are 
earnestly inquiring what they must do to be saved; while it is 
confidently to be hoped, that, in some, Christ is already formed 
the hope of glory. May the number of these increase, at all the 
stations, till every soul shall be brought into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God!” 

The simple details of Mr. Johnson’s letters will awaken gratitude 
in all the sincere friends of Africa. 

After referring to the first administration of baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, as related in former letters, he proceeds: 

“Several more of the liberated’ negroes came forward, and gave 
striking evidence of a work of grace; and I again, with joy, inform- 
ed Mr. Butscher, who come on Christmas-day, and baptized nine 
adults and one infant. After the ordinance of baptism, we again 
celebrated the dying love of our blessed Saviour—thirty-one in 
number. 

Several more adults offered themselves for baptism; but not hav- 
ing sufficiently examined them I advised them to wait till another 
opportunity. : 

*] learn from the Rev. Mr. Garnon, that you and our other friends 
have set apart, as we have done, Saturday evenings for prayer, on 
our behalf, and that of our brethren throughout the world. Glory 
be to the Lord, who has greatly blessed that season here among us! 

“I shall mention one instance, which may assure us all that our 
God hears and answers our —s 

“During prayer, one Saturday evening, two young men were 
much affected, and prayed earvestly, ‘Jesus massa! have mercy!’ 
After service, about nine o’clock, Lheard a noise in a house a little 


Vor. mi. 5 











66 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


distance from us. On going thither, I found some of the negroes on 
their knees, crying aloud, ‘O Jesus! have mercy!’ Some were sit- 
ting weeping and trembling; and others singing praises to the Sa- 
viour, as well as they could, in their broken language. I went in 
and conversed with them; and then proposed to sing a hymn, which 
was done with the shedding of many tears: after which I prayed 
with them.” 

The poor negroes seemed so much affected, that when Mr. John- 
son left them, many were crying, like the publican, God be merciful 
to me a sinner. 

Mr. Johnson adds—“This was a scene which I never had wit- 
nessed before; and you may, dear sir, easily conceive what I felt. 
I was quite overcome. O what has not the Lord done! When we 
came out, I prayed the Lord to give me but one soul; but blessed 
be his holy name, he has given me more than one.” 

He afterwards writes— We have had another feast. Ten adults, 
one boy and one girl, have been baptized, We surrounded the 
mercy-seat of our God, in remembering the dying love of our Sa- 
viour, forty-one in number; and we intend to do the same next Sun- 
day, when a few more will be baptized, God willing. 

“Glory be to our Saviour for his work! Not unto us, not unto us; 
but blessing, and honour, and power, be unto him, that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen!” 

The negroes had been visited with the’small pox: two boys and 
one girl only died of this in the schools. Several of the people, 
however, who refused to be inoculated, fell victims. The negroes 
and the school-boys and girls were quite well when Mr. Johnson 
wrote. Of the girl who died, he says,— 

“I have every reason to believe that she is now with Jesus. She 
lamented very much over her wicked heart, in the hour of trial; and 
fled to Christ, the only refuge. Having been baptized, I read the 
prayers over her grave, and spoke a few words on the occasion, 
from Amos iv. 12. Prepare to meet thy God. About three hundred 
adults and children followed the corpse, all very neatly dressed; 
for the deceased was beloved of every one that knew her, and many 
tears were shed on her grave. I have since found that some were, 
on this occasion, deeply impressed with the thought of eternity. 
May it please God to render it an abiding impression!” 

Upwards of two hundred people attend Mr. Johnson’s family 
pravers; and sometimes, in the evening, the church is almost full. 

Mr. Johnson adds,—“A gallery is building in the church, and 
will soon be finished. It will contain about two hundred people. 
We are, at present, very much in want of room on Sundays.” 

The shools, at the date of this letter, contained three hundred 
and thirty, of which eighty were aduits. 

“The adu!ts (Mr. Johnson writes) make the best progress. Seve- 
ral who knew not a letter in July last, read now tolerably well in 
Central books. No. 2and 3. 

‘We have now masons, bricklayers, carpenters, shinglemakers, 
sawvers, smiths, tailors, brickmakers. We have made sixteen 
thousand bricks, and have about as many more ready to be burnt.” 
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Under date of May 15th, Mr. Johnson sends further particulars. 
There is‘manifestly an increasing concern among the negroes under 
his care, for the salvation of their souls. ‘They express their ear- 
nest desires in the most simple and affecting manner. One prays, 
“Jesus massa! have mercy! Oh, what must me do!” And another, 
‘Jesus massa! me not let you go—pardon my sin first!” 

Mr. Johnson is aware of the necessity of restraining the indul- 
gence and expression of the warm feelings of persous, first awak- 
ened, under the circumstances ofthis negroes, to a religious con- 
cern. 

Of the increase of his communicants he writes,— 

“On the fourth of May, being the first Sunday in the month, I 
administered the Lord’s Supper to my little flock. Above fifty sur- 
rounded the table. It was a refreshing season, and was accompa- 
nied by many tears. In the afternoon! baptized eight adults. 

“Thus it pleases God—blessed be his holy name! to add, from 
time to time, new members unto the church, and such, 1 trust, as 
Shall be saved. 

“The gallery is finished, but we are still short of room. The go- 
vernour has been picased to resolve, that a large addition to the 
church shall be made at the east end, which will be begun as soon as 
my house is finished. 

“At present, | keep the day schools only three times a week; as 
all the people and boys are employed to fetch rice, to lay in as 
store for the approaching rainy season. ‘To all appearance, we shall 
labour under a scarcity, as the harvest failed. The Adult Evening 
School is going on weil, and increasing. Six men and three women 
read the Testament. I asked one of the men how he liked his new 
book. He said, «I cannot thank the Lord Jesus Christ enough for 
this good book, for | have seen myself in it.’ 

“It pleases God to bless us still with health and strength. The 
rains approach very fast. We have tornadves almost every day.” 

His fast letter is dated June 27th. We extract from it the iol- 
lowing particulars: 

“I sit down again, to inform you of our success in the work of 
the Lord. But we are not without trials. It must, however, be so; 
and our blessed Jesus has forewarned us of them. 

“My dear wife has been severely afflicted with illness; but is, 
blessed be God! recovering, though very slowly. She appeared to 
be for several days in a dying state; but he who caused the blind to 
see, the lame to walk, the deaf to hear, the sick to be whole, and the 
very dead to rise, caused her also to rise from a bed of sickness. 

“Several have been added to the church of Christ at this place, 
since I wrote to you last; and others have waiked more to the glory 
of God. At our last sacrament, I administered the Lord’s Supper 
to fifty-nine. 

“A circumstance lately occurred, which appears to me worthy of 
notice. | remarked a woman attending morning and evening prayer, 
and almost every tune weeping; which appeared somewhat strange 
to me, as she understood very little English. One day I talked 
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with her, and made her comprehend that I wished to know why she 
wept. She pointed to her heart, and said, “Here! here!” I direct- 
ed a pious young woman, who could understand her, to go and speak 
with her.” 

Mr. Johnson found afterward that her mind had been led to re- 
flect deeply on her sinfulness and danger; and that it was her 
sense of this state which so much affected her. He says of her af- 
terwards: 

“Others of our pious people, who can understand her, give her 
counsel and encouragement. She has hitherto walked as a chris- 
tian. J will work, and who shall let it! Amen. Even so, Lord 
Jesus, carry on thy work which thuu hast begun among us!”’ 

In a letter to the assistant secretary, dated February 6th, Mr. 
Wenzel er an affecting picture of the miseries arising from the 
slave trade. > 

In the beginning of November, I had nearly two hundred libe- 
rated negroes: two thirds were children: but, in that month, a ves- 
sel was taken with five hundred and fifty slaves on board; and the 

r creatures who were confined in her, suffered so greatly, that, 
in the course of bringing her into Sierra Leone, duriug a fortnight, 
more than two hundred died. ‘The others were greatly emaciated. 
More than one hundred and ten children, and about twenty men 
and women, were sent to Kissey ‘Town, in the course of three days. 
The poor children, not having been accustomed to eat rice, fell upon 
such insects and even reptiles as they could find, as also upon my 
fowls and ducks. They were all of the Ebo nation. We were 
obliged to keep watch by day and night; but it was impossible to 
confine them to the houses. They were running about in the night, 
and stole from the farms what they could get. ‘They thus brought 
a deplorable disease on themselves: the dysentary became preva- 
lent among them, which carried off more than fifty in the space of a 
month. ‘To this succeeded the small-pox, which is still making 
great haveck, and more than thirty have become victims to this dis- 
ease.” 


— 2 + aa 


BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Substance of the report read at Oxford, Oct. 1, 1817. 


At our late general meetings in London a report was read, com- 
prising the most important intelligence which had been received up 
to that period. To that report little addition can as yet be made; 
but as it has been but partially circulated, we shall extract from it, 
for the information of the Society to day, a brief review of the 
various stations, occasionally inserting, under each head, what 
information has since been received. ; 

Beginning, as usual, with the province of Bengal, DinaGepore, 
lying about two hundred and forty miles north of Calcutta, is the 
first station which claims our attention. Late accounts from thence 
mention, that several inquirers from Purneah, a considerable town 
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to the westward, had travelled thither, who heard the word with 
serious attention, and gladly received several copies of the gospel 
of St. Luke, which were given them at their own request, to carry 
back to the place of their residence. 

Goamatty has been, for some time past, occupied by Krishnoe 
with his usual assiduity and zeal. In one of his excursions to a 
neighbouring village, he informed the people that he was come to 
offer them the word of God “without money and without price.” 
His hearers, however, not understanding these disinterested offers, 
so new to heathens, were afraid to accept of books; and Krishnoo, 
full of grief, retired and prayed to God on their account. On his 
next visit, he found them more attentive, and desirous of books to 
read. Qn another occasion he visited Mandaroo, a place in which 
the scriptures had never been seen or heard of before. A fair be- 
ing held at that time in the town, many thousands were assembled, 
among whom he distributed a great number of books, and had 
much discussion with several men of influence among them. 

A friend who lately visited the station at Curwa remarks: “Ne- 
ver was my faith in the mission raised so much as since I have been 
here. All I see, and all I hear, tends to confirm me in the idea 
that Satan’s kingdom in this country will soon be much diminish- 
ed.” These expectations seem to be warranted by facts. Mr. 
Carey has had several pleasing additions from the natives around 
him; the people, in general, seem eager to obtain gospels and tracts, 
and are very desirous that more schools may be established for the 
instruction of children. We regret to add, that a want of the re- 
y atu funds hath hitherto prevented a full compliance with this 

esire. 

The distant stations at Sytuer and Currracone have latel 
been visited by the laborious missionary just mentioned (Mr. W. 
Carey.) At the former, the progress of our brethren De Sylva and 
Bhagvat has been retarded for want of the scriptures, which are not 
yet translated into the language of this district; and by the wild 
and savage habits of the natives. As one instance of this it is 
stated, that the Kachar rajah, near whom they reside, celebrated 
his recent elevation to the throne by offering in sacrifice to an idol 
twenty young men, whom they had brought for that purpose from 
the mountains., Yet the prudent and inoffensive conduct of our 
native brethren had so far recommended them to this prince, that 
he has made them repeated presents in money, 1nd promised them 
a piece of ground, on which they hope to build a school, and thus 
introduce the gospel in a silent and gradual manner. 

. “At Chittagong,” says Mr. Carey, “I found brethren De Bruyn 


‘and Baudry well, and warm in the cause of our Master; they go 


out almost every day when it is not too hot, to the markets arcund, 
and speak of Christ. ‘They have frequent visits from their neigh- 
bours, and in various ways seem to be actively spreading the bight 
of the gospel around. One of the members here is a drummer, who 
received a tract and the Psalms of David at Dacca some years ago. 
This poor man used to go from place to place, and from house to 
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house, with the Psalms, to obtain some instruction, but could find 
no one to instruct him. | About eight years ago he removed from 
Dacca to Chittagong, but wandered about as before, thirsting for in- 
struction, for ten years, till at last he found De Bruyn, who satisfi- 
ed his thirst; he has since joined the church, and is now a warm 
hearted christian. I forgot to say that he once went to the Catho- 
lick priest with the Psalms, who told him to throw the book into the 
river, for it was not fit jor him to read; he wondered that the priest 
should order him to do so with the word of God, and said in his 
heart, that he would rather lose the priest than the book. His name 
is Domingo Reveiro; I had some talk with him, which pleased me 
very much indeed. A great priest of the Raoolees has lately sent 
a letter to our brethren. written on a palm leaf, in the Berman cha- 
racter, of which the following is a report: ‘All my people are poor, 
and perfectly unruly; sunk into every thing that is evil, without a 
resting place; if you will come to us, they will pay attention to what 

ou sav; the book that you have is very good, and all that receive it 
will be sheltered, as by the shade of a Jarge tree. Numbers have 
heard about it, and are desirous to join you. Iam a poor creature; 
and if you will come and help us, we shall be very thankful.” Our 
brethren intend to go soon, and pay them a visit.” 

In concluding the account of his extensive tour, Mr. Carey ob- 
serves: “I am happy to say, that I had many very pleasing oppor- 
tunities of speaking of Christ to those who never heard of him be- 
fore: people at several places were very eager to get books and 
pamphlets. I had much reason to lament the not having a better 
stock of books and pamphlets with me, for in such a long journey I 
might have given away thousands to those who lal never before 
heard the sound of the gospel. How much sti!l remains to be done! 
It would be a good thing, if a person, well stocked with books and 

ainphlets, were constantly employed in taking such long journeys: 
it would be a great means of spreading the light of the gospel, and 
of keeping alive that light which has already been spread. May the 
Lord increase the number of labourers. I have great reason to bless 
the Lord for all his mercy and goodness manifested to me and all 
with me through this journey; he has preserved me from innumera- 
ble dangers and great difficulties. O that tor all this I may be ena- 
bled to devote myself more and more to him!” 

The greater part of the members of the church recently formed at 
Berhampore have removed from thence to Calcutta. Still the work 
of God has not ceased. At the date of the last advices from hence, 
several families were under instruction, and desirous of admission 
into the church. A visit had lately been paid them by Mr. Smith, 


which afforded him an opportunity of preaching the gospel to great’ 


numbers. 
The labours of Mr. Thomas, who is stationed at Chougacha in Jes- 


sore have been interrupted by sickness. To this church, notwith- 
standing, some recent additions have been made from among the 


natives. 
From Serampore and Calcutta no particular details can be pre- 
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sented, beyond those which have already met the publick eye. The 
various, extensive, and beneficial labours in which our brethren have 
long been engaged, are in a state of encouraging progress. The 
word of life is sounding forth in various directions, principally by 
means of the brethren raised up in the country; and instances fre- 
quently occur, in which it appears to be made the power of God unto 
salvation. One instance of this kind may serve as a specimen. In 
the latter end of September, 1816,a man called at the mission-house 
with a Bengalee New Testament in his hand, bound in leather, and 
much worn. He asked the missionaries to teach him the doctrines 
of this book, which he said he had been reading a year, and had read 
it nearly through. They invited him to stay, and placed him under 
the instruction of Mr. Smith. After some days they discovered, 
that this man, then quite young, had been with them a few years be- 
fore, but bad been inveigled away, and prevailed upon to become a 
Mussulman. On the 27th of October he brought in his hand the 
following petition that they would baptize him—*O brethren! I am 
a great sinner, and each of my sins is very heavy; there is one way 
of salvation. Bury me in the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; feed 
me with his flesh, and cause me to drink his blood. 1 want that reli- 
gion, which, according to the command of God, consists in truth, 
mercy and pardon; that knowledge and dispesition of mind which 
are necessary to enable me to shew to others the good way, that 
— which shall enable me to practise holiness. I have truly be- 
ieved with my heart, that the Lord Jesus has borne our sins in his 
own body on the tree. I know not when [shall die. In the name 
of the Lord Jesus do not delay my baptism.” 

Besides those brethren who have lately arrived at Calcutta from 
England, (Messrs. Randall and Penny,) a valuable addition has 
been mace to the number of missionaries in the person of Mr. J. T. 
Ricketts, who left a situation of impertance in a temporal point of 
view, in the island of Amboyna, that he might connect himself with 
the mission. He has been united to the church at Serampore, and 
since ordained to the work of the ministry. He is gone to occupy a 
station in the vicinity of Moorshedabad, and the senior brethren ad- 
dressed him a lettet of advice on the occasion, which happily con- 
veys their sentiments on the nature of the work in which he is en- 


gaged. 


At Vans-variya, a village not far from Serampore, where a small 
christian society sprang up some time since, solely in consequence 
of the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, we learn, that Tarachund, 
their minister, continues to show much zeal and earnestness in the 
cause of Christ. He is said to spend nearly all his income in pro- 
moting the gospel, reserving scarcely any part for himself. 

Our brethren Moore and Rowe, who have long occupied the sta- 
tion at Digah, have been much encouraged of late by growing suc- 
cess. Various pleasing additions have been made to this little church 
from among the natives; but the word has been more peculiarly 
owned to the conversion of many of our own countrymen in the 
army. One letter mentions twenty-four of these who had openly pro- 
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fessed their love to Christ. Others have since followed their exam- 
ple; nor was this gracious work at a stand when the latest advices 
which have reached us left the station in November, 1816. 

( To be continued.) 
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SABBATH SCHOOLS IN FRANCE. 


The following is the translation of a letter from the Rev. Francis 
Martin, dated Bordeaux, April, 8th, 1817, to his friend in Eng- 
land. 


You know that some time ago in company with my friend Mr. 
Allen, I made a long journey into the different states of Europe, 
from which tour I returned home. 

Since that time I have been engaged in making known to my 
friends the nature and objects of the various charitable and re- 
ligious institutions which I had seen in England and elsewhere; and 
I must acknowledge their influence as proved by the lively desire of 
seeing similar establishments produce the same happy effects in our 
dear native country. 

Feeling confident, that in your country, Sunday schools, in the 
hands of providence, have been the first and most efficacious means 
of exciting religious zeal, and also, that from them have arisen the 
Bible soriety—the tract society—the British and Foreign School 
Society, &c. &c. 1, in consequence, resolved to commence upon 
the same plan that has been pursued tn England, and after sur- 
mounting many difficulties, have established in the Protestant church 
ip this place two Sunday schools, in which two hundred boys and 
girls, neariy all of the poorest class of society, formerly without the 
meavs, are now receiving religious instruction. 

We have divided our school into eight classes, which are directed 
by twenty ladies and gentlemen, many of whom are persons of the 
first respectability. 

I have had a spelling book printed for the higher classes, and 
reading cars for the lower classes. In our eighth class, the Bible 
is reac, and in our seventh, the Testament. ' 

In this undertaking, I have received considerable assistance from 
my kind and dear friends, the Rev. Messieurs Marche, S!ories, and 
Jacquiers, three young ministers of the Lord, who, with me, are 
devoted to the study of Protestant theology, at Montaban. 

My dear father, who is pastor and president of the cousistory of 
the church at Bourdeaux, is enchanted with the Sunday school chil- 
dren, and he encourages us with a truly apostolick zeal. 

The lord is with us,and continues to bless the work of our hands. 

I shall pass by Montaban, Toulouse, and Montpelier, where | 
shall make it a point to speak of the happy effects of Sunday schools. 
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. DOMESTICK. 


PASTORAL LETTER. 


The General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Min- 
isters in the State of Vermont, under a solemn sense of their re- 
sponsibility to the king of Zion, and with heart-felt solicitude for the 
prosperity of religion, beg leave to lay before the churches within 
their limits, some considerations, in which their individual comfort 
and usefulness, the honour and the success of christianity aad the 
most precious interests of mankind are deeply involved. 

The first particular, dearly beloved brethren, on which we would 
fix your attention, is the importance of entertaining a just sense of 
the high and even sacred character, which the Christian sustains. 
No one can be fixed in a station more exalted; no one can be sub- 
jected to a respousibility more awful. 

The christian professes to have been renewed in the temper of his 
mind, and, of course, to be actuated by a different spirit, to be go- 
verned by different laws, to serve a different Lord, to be the disci- 
ple of a different master and to pursue a different interest from the 
men of the world. The meek, benevolent and heavenly temper of 
the gospel is the spirit by which he professes to be influenced; the 
divine commands, which enjoin the most exalted excellence are the 
avowed rules of his conduct; that God, who is of purer eyes, than 
to behold evil, is the Sovereign. whom he professes to reverence avd 
obey; that Saviour, who was holy, harmless and undefiled is the 
Master, whom he professes to follow; and the inheritance of the 
saints in light is the bright and blessed object, at which he professes 
to aim. While thus avowedly actuated by a nobler temper, govera- 
ed by holier laws, the subject of a more glorious Sovereign, the dis- 
ciple of a worthier Master and aspring io a more illustrious prize, it 
is no extravagant anticipation, that singular and unrivailed excel- 
lence should characterize and adorn his life. So biameless and 
beneficent and laudable should be the conduct of al! professed 
christians, that even the shadow of a reason for the taunting inquiry, 
What do ye more than others? should be precluded. They should 
uniformly be seen to be more conscientious, sober, devout and be- 
nevolent, than others appear. ‘They should be obviously more 
scrupulous with regard to the objects, which they aim to secure, and 
more guarded with respect to the means, which they employ. ‘Lhey 
should be ever found more ready to engage in every charitable and 
pious undertaking, and more zealous and active and unwearied in 
their endeavors to do good. They should be more liberal in parting 
with their property to relieve distress and to accomplish laudable 
and benevolent designs. Singular beneficence to the bodies and the 
souls of men, in proportion to their means, should distinguish and 
grace theirlives. By their daily deportment they should attord in- 
disputable evidence, that they belong to a different community from 
those around them; that they are the subjects of a different sovereign, 
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and governed by different laws and animated by a different spirit. 
They should thus be living monitors; to all, who observe their con- 
duct, of the solid reality of vital religion; of the divine excellence 
of the piety of the gospel. See toit, then, with ever wakeful solici- 
tude, christian brethren, as you value the honour of religion and the 
welfare of Zion, as you regard the peace of your own minds, as you 
prize the approbation and smiles of your God, and as you regard the 
brightness of your eternal crown, that you invariably exhibit a fair 
example of christian holiness. 

When christians fail to act in character, they are often inexpres- 
sibly noxious. ‘The persuasion is established, that the religion of 
the heart is a dream; that, at the best, it is idle caprice, or that all 
claims to it are the pretences of arrant hypocrisy. Thus conse- 


quences of the most melancholy character and of tremendous mo-/ 


ment are produced: religion is despised, Christ is dishonoured, God 
is insulted and souls are undone. ‘The sins of the professed chris- 
tians have a deeper dye and a ranker smell, than the offences of 
other men. Most monstrous is the guilt, which is incurred, when 
those. who shvuld allure men to piety and heaven, keep them back 
from salvation, and when those, who should bring honour to religion 
and glory to God, load the one with contempt, and subject the other 
toblasphemy. Ever then, behold, brethren, keep in view your illus- 
trious character, and act up to your high destiny: But ye area 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people, that ye should shew forth the praises of Him, who hath call- 
ed you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To the importance of exercising caution in the admission of mem- 
bers, and of maintaining, in your several bodies, a discreet, faithful 
and vigorous discipline, we would, next, point your attention. 

Those, who are strangers to the spirit of piety, if received into 
the church, will scarcely fail to act in a variety of respects, in a 
manner unworthy of the interests of religion. ‘They will, therefore, 
almost infallibly subject the cause, which they profess to espouse, 
to reproach and odium, and harden numbers of those around them 
in difference or contempt. They will prove a serious impediment 
in most attempts to do good, and will hang asa grevious incum- 
brance on the church in its various operations and render them fee- 
ble and inefficient. Better, far better will it be found for your com- 
fort, better for the honour of God and the interests of holiness, that 
you constitute buta little band of conscientious, humble, active and 
devoted servants of Christ, than that a multitude, not estranged 
from the spirit, and maxims, and habits of the world, be gathered 
around the standard of the cross. 

When we would inculcate upon you the maintenance of a strict 
and efficient discipline, it is not within the compass of our views, 
that individuals should be subjected to reprehension for those sligh- 
ter deviations trom exact propriety, to which the common infirmity 
of our nature renders all liable and from which the best are not ab- 
solutely exempt. But,’even here much may be accomplished by 
mutual watchlulness, and by mild and affectionate advice, admon)- 
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tion and intreaty. When acts of more glaring inconsistency with 
the laws and spirit of religion are witnessed, the reclaiming of the 
offender, the recal of the wandering to the fold of Christ should be 
obviously the objects sought; and those engaged in the attempt should 
employ the most lenient measures; should guard their tempers, and 
demeanor with constant circumspection, and should be cleariy seen 
to be under the influence of the law of kindness. But, where the 
backsliding are irreclaimable, where offenders are obstinate and in- 
corrigible, it becomes you, by a prompt exclusion of them from your 
communion, toevince your strong disapprobation of their misconduct 
and to redeem yourselves and the cause of Christ from the reproach 
of conniving at sin and tolerating the votaries of guilt. 

_ On the subjects of family worship and the religious instruction of 
Your children we would stir you up by putting you in remembrance. 

Family worship is one of the most effectual auxiliaries of religious 
instruction and one of the most prominent means of promoting family 
religion. Its influence upon the minds of the members of a family 
is invaluable, and it may, not without adequate reasons, be regarded 
as one of the most direct and certain methods to draw down the 
favour and blessing of heaven upon the domestick circle. Fruitlessly, 
it is to be feared, fruitlessly will he teach and exhort his children 
and domesticks, who never assembles them around him and, with ear- 
nest devotion and deed and affecting solicitude, implores, in their 
behalf, mercy and grace from above. 

But, prayer will be likely to prove ineffectual without instructions 
and warnings and intreaties and restraints. The pure truths of the 
gospel should be clearly unfolded and they should be earnestly and 
assiduously inculcated upon the youthful mind. By solemn warn- 
ings and urgent and affectionate exhortations should your children 
be impelled to welcome Christ and his salvation. Adequate res- 
traints should be imposed to preserve them from perverse habits, 
and faithful endeavors should be made +o correct every irregularity, 
into which they may run. 

Extreme must be the guilt of neglecting the religious education of 
those, whom you have solemnly devoted to God, and sacredly 

ledged yourselves to train up for Christ and for glory. Sad must 
be the thought of neglecting those, who are pre-eminently the hope 
of the church and the world, and terrible must be your reckoning, 
if, like indulgent Eli, you suffer your children to make themselves 
vile and restrain them not. Gross anc revolting is the inconsis- 
tency, which you evince, when you eagerly seek their literary im- 
provement, assiduously labour to secure them every embellishment, 
which shall add to their respectability and success tn life, and watch 
with an ever-wakeful eye to ensure their worldly prosperity; but 
negligently leave them untaught in the great truths of religion, un- 
adorned with the beauties of holiness, and uninterested in the favour 
of God and the blessings of salvation. 

In connexion wiin the duty we are enforcing, we would recom- 
mend sabbath schools as among the most valuable means of religious 
instruction. Our limits will not allow us to detail tne various bene- 
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fits resulting from these recent establishments. They ensure the 

rofitable emyloyment of the sabbath, much of which is frequently 
idled away, or more grossly misspent by the youthful members of 
even well-regulated families. ‘They furnish a useful and improving 
exercise to the understanding, and they must tend greatly to invigo- 
rate the memory. They also imprint upon the mind numerous por- 
tions of the sacred scriptures and many lessons of religious truth, 
in such a manner, that they are not likely soon, if ever, to be oblite- 
rated; portions of the inspired volume and lessons of heavenly truth 
which, as the experience of many, who have adorned religion, proves, 
may, even at a distant period of subsequent life, be eminently and 
even savingly beneficial. 

Of the value of the sabbath, and of the importance of the services 
of the sanctuary, on representation is in danger of being chargeable 
with extravagance. ‘To ensure a stricter observance of the sabbath 
is a prominent object with many of the warm friends of religion and 
of human happiness. Let not this good object be, in any measure, 
defeated by your lax regard for this holy day, or by any acts of open 

rofanation. Bet not others be countenanced in their relinquish- 
ment of publick worship, or in their irregular attendance, by your 
mdifference with respect to this sacred institution. Let every sab- 
bath see you in the house of God. Remember, that without the 
sabbath and publick worship, there will be no moral or religious 
instruction, and, of almost direct necessity, no piety and no salva- 
tion for the mass of mankind; and if the sabbath is to ensure an 
attendance on publick worship, and to act with salutary effect upon 
the religion and salvation of mankind, it must be strictly observed. 
This observance, however, is not to be anticipated, unless Christians 
give, alike by their influence and example, a correct tone to publick 
sentiment and practice on this important subject. 

The present is a wonderful era in the annals of the world. It 
may be emphatically styled the age of benevolence. Arise, and look 
around you on the right and on the left. Extend your view over 
our own country, and direct your eyes to distant nations, and you 
will see almost the whole Protestant world alive to the great and 
blessed objects of relieving human suffering, of dispelling human 
ignorance; of redeeming the human character from its corruption 
and its guilt, and bringing the whole family of Adam to a participa- 
tion in the light and influence, the hopes and joys of christianity. 
In this grand labour of love will you take no share? Are you willing 
to sit still and utterly forbear coming to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty? We fondly hope, beloved, better things of you, things 
that accompany salvation. We anticipate, and we exhort you not 
to render void our anticipation, a zealous co-operation, according to 
your means and opportunities, in every wise and laudable attempt 
at doing good. Shocking is the inconsistency of those who pray, 
Thy kingdom come, and do nothing to advance the interests of that 
kingdom: who offer supplications for the diffusion of the gospel and 
the conversion of sinners, and yet make no exertions and contribute 
no means for the extension of divine light and for bringing mankind 
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to bow to the sceptre of Christ. Let not this odious inconsistency 
disgrace your characters. 

There is one benevolent object, to which we would particularly 
call your attention, an object of pre-eminent importance, and one, 
which seems particularly recommended to the patrenage of chris- 


tians by the state of our country and the world. ‘To enable his friends 
to meet, in some imperfect degree, the demand for ministers of the 
cross, God has mercifully made provision, in the extensive revivals 
of religion, with which a multitude of congregations have been bies- 
sed, and by which many of our youth have become fitted by piety 
for the sacred office, and need but the advantages of education te 
qualify them for the great and good work of preachers of righteous- 
ness. Is it not, then, the sacred duty of every church, if it be able, 
and if it has a subject of its liberality, to select some indigent and 
youthful member, and educate him for Christ? If its circumstances 
do not admit of its doing this, is it not bound te contribute, accor- 
ding to its means, to the funds of institutions, formed for the purpose 
of aiding pious and indigent youth in obtaining an education for the 
christian ministry? And, in connexion with the preceding inqui- 
ries, we would further ask, is not the parent, who has a pious sen, 
willing to devote himself to the service of the Lord, bound, even 
with some sacrifice of interest and inclination to present him am 
offering to Christ and his church? 

With these suggestions, we devoutly commend you, beloved bre- 
thren, to the God of grace and mercy, praying, that he would com- 
fort your hearts, and stablish you in very good word and work, and 
that you may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without ree 
buke. 

In behalf of the General Convention. 
ASA BURTON, Mederator. 
Joun HovugGu, Scribe. 





The Presbytery of Cayuga met at Juburn, January 1818, at which 
time the Ministers and elders gave a statement respecting the state 
of religion in their congregations. 


From the statements then made it appeared that religion was ina 
low state in some few of our congregations—that a great degree of 
stupidity in respect to divine things was too manifest—that certain 
vices and some destructive errours were found still to prevail; and 
that a part of our congregations were but partially supplied with the 
preached word, (and that within our bounds some districts of consi- 
derable extent were without any organized congregations. ) 

While these things are to be viewed as subjects of lamentation, 
the Presbytery must feel themselves constrained to acknowledge 
the goodness of God to our churches. During the year past, the 
cause of religion has been gaining ground within our bounds; and our 
churches have been smiled upon beyond all former example. Four 
uhurches have been constituted the year past, and of 26 congrega- 
tions now connected with this body, 17 lave been visited with revi- 
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vals more or less extensive. The spirit of God has been poured 
out, and multitudes of sinners have been awakened and converted. 
The power of the Holy Spirit has been manifested, and the subjects 
of divine grace have been multiplied to a considerable extent, in 
the congregations of Skaneateles, Marcellus, Camillus, Brutus, 
Mentz, Sempronious, Milan, Ludlowville, Dryden, Cayuta, Scipio, 
east and west congregations in Genoa; but the trophies of divine 
grace have been more numerous in the congregations of Ithica, Lan- 
sing, Aurelius, and particularly in Auburn. 

‘The number of conversions in Ithica have been 40; in Lansing 
57; in Aurelius 69; in Auburn 240. In some of our congregations 
the work still continues. Nearly 600 have been added to our 
churches the year past by profession of faith, and many of the sub- 
jects of the late work have not made a profession of their faith. 

These revivals have evidently borne the marks of being the work 
of God. It appears that the ministers have been laborious and that 
the Lord has accompanied their ministrations with abundant success. 
The distinguishing doctrines of the gospel, though violently opposed 
in some places, have been signally owned and blessed by the great 
Head of the church. 

Those of our congregations, which have been in a feeble and bro- 
ken state, are now making exertions to furnish themselves with a 
constant ministration of the word and ordinances of the gospel. 

Several churches have had pastors settled over them the year past 
and others are endeavouring to effect the same object. 

The monthly concert for prayer has been generally observed, and 
other meetings for prayer and religious conference have been fre- 
quent, solemn and well attended. 

More than usual pains have been taken in the religious and ca- 
techetical instruction of children. Bible classes have been formed, 
and Sabbath schools have been established in some of our congrega- 
tions, and have been attended with good success. In the school at 
Ithica some of the children have been the happy subjects of divine 
grace; and one little girl has learnt from the Brble from 180 to 220 
verses weekly 

Among the happy fruits of the revival with which God has blessed 
our congregations, we notice an increasing desire to extend the bles- 
sings of the gospel among the destitute. This is manifest in the for- 
mation of a number of charitable societies the year past. Some 
Bible, some Missionary, some Tract Societies, and some for assisting 
in the education of poor and pea youth for the gospel ministry. 
Some of these are composed of young men, and some of females. 

During the year past, a Bible Society, auxiliary to the national 
Society, has been formed in tie county of Cayuga, with prospects of 
great usefulness, and departments have been organized in almost 
every town in the county. 

In Auburn, Camillus, [thica, and Berkshire, commodious houses 
have been opened for divine worship, and others in our bounds are 
in astate of forwardness. 

On the whole it was abundantly evident, that errour and vice have 
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been receding, and that correct morals and vital goodness have been 
making happy advances the year past. 
Dated Locke, April 1818. 


—<— 


From the directress of the Catskill Mite Society to the board. 


Impressed in some degree with the worth of immortal souls, and 
with the obligation we are under to serve God, and to do good to 
our fellow men, we have adopted a constitution presented to us by 
our beloved brother J. M. Peck, and formed a society called the 
Catskill Female Mite Society for missionary purposes. Our object 
is to assist in sending the gospel to the Scathen, by aiding the funds 
of the Baptist board of foreign missions; and also to advance, in any 
. may appear expedient, the cause of the Redeemer. 

e are convinced that God is able to carry his purposes into ef- 
fect without our assistance; yet we believe your missionaries cannot 
live without bread: and we believe if our motives are right, that our 
actions will be right also, and that God will reward our labours of 
love. Nor can we fail to derive encouragement to the exercise of 
charity, from the approving declaration of our blessed Saviour to his 
disciples rary | the poor widow who cast only two mites into 
the treasury of the Lord. We rejoice in having tellowship with the 
saints of God, and that we have it in our power to do something for 
the cause of Christ in the world. As Phebe, servant of the church 
at Cenchrea, was bearer of the epistle of Paul to the Romans, and 
Priscilla and Chloe were helpers; so also would we reach forth a 
helping hand and assist in carrying into effect your laudable design. 
Our aim at present is to aid the mission in Burmah; not forgetting, 
however, our dear brethren Peck and. Welch, and their dear fami- 
_ lies; but praying that God may protect them, and make their labours 

abundantly successful. We trust you have| our prayers that your 
exertions may be blessed to the upbuilding of the Redeemer’s cause, 
and that every missionary effort may have its desired effect; and 
may you all be blessed with the peaceable fruits of the spirit of God. 
Amen: 

In behalf of the society, ©.KETURAH HILL, Directress. 

Catskill, NV’. Y. Nov. 12, 1817. 

| Latter Day Luminary, 


——>_ 


Letter from Mr. Welch, dated St. Loyis, Feb. 10, 1818. 


Those who live in this place, and those who fill up the vast ex- 
tent of country between this and Boon’s Lick, as properly need the 
the gospel, as do the Indians or the Burmans. 

Let us take the field before us; and if “Lord of the harvest” 
should send forth a sufficient number of labourers, and crown them 
with success, I would gladly continue on to the west, and willing!y 
lay my bones in some lonely pacifick isle. 





Brother Peck, even before being able to waik much, having en- 
tered the school, I obtained an interpreter, and went a little way 
up to visit the encampment of the chief of the Sacks tribe, fromm 
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Rock river. All I could learn was, that he could not think of ad- 
mitting English teachers into his nation, without first consulting his 
fellow chiefs. The interpreter, however, told me he had heard the 
chief say he had two sons whom he wished to send to school. I am 
to have another interview with him to-morrow. 

When I commenced meeting in the school-room about a month 
ago, while brother Peck was sick, only six or eight persons made up 
the congregation. Now, the room will not hold them. 

My brother, ask our patrons—ask our fellow students, and all 
our missionary friends and brethren, to pray for us; for I feel as 
though we were in the very place where the Lord would have us to 
be. We are encouraged, too, by the increase of the congregation, 
and the solemn attention manifested. and are led to believe that 
God has much people in this place. The appearance in the country 
is equally flattering. 


FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE, 


Lines suggested by the address of the Rev. John Leifchild at the 
grave of the late Dr. Simpson. 


Rest, precious relicks, dust of one so dear, 
Rest for awhile, frail tenemeut of clay; 

Pillow’d on earth’s cold lap, rest poszafel here, 
Till the bright morn of resurrection day. 


Thou art the broken casket which enshrin’d, 
A gem now sparkling near the Saviour’s throne; 
All glorious, pure, from earthly dross refin’d, 
Meet to adorn the, Mediatorial crown. 


Thou art a heap of ruins, dust and clay, 
The prey of rottenness, and food for worms; 
The blissful spirit far has soared away, 
Companion fit for bright angelick forms. 


Methinks, while thus we sorrowfully bend 
Around the grave, and shed the silent tear, 
A voice thus whispers, “Your dear tutor, friend 
Dwells not in dust; his spirit is not here. 


“Then cease, ye weeping train, forbear to mourn, 
Tis but the mortal lies beneath the clod; 

The immortal on an angel’s wings was borne 
Triumphant to behold his Saviour God. 


‘Arise from earth, and track the shining path, 
*T will lead you to the realms of light and love; 
There follow him who follow’d Christ through faith, 
And now forever reigns with him above,” 
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